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Republic Day celebrated
ITDC: To mark the 68th Republic day and evoke
a feeling of patriotism amongst citizens 'Bharat

Parv', a six-
d a y - l o n g
f e s t i v a l
s h o w c a s i n g
rich cultural
and national
heritage of
India was
organised at

the Red Fort grounds from January 26 to 31.
Organised by Ministry of Tourism, the  the
event was organised to generate a patriotic
mood, promote country's cultural diversity and
popularise the idea of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat'.

CWC: On the occasion of the Republic Day,
Harpreet Singh, Managing Director, V.R. Gupta

D i r e c t o r
(Finance), S.C.
M u d g e r i k a r
D i r e c t o r
(M&CP), along
with other
senior officials
and staff,
c e l e b r a t e d

Republic Day at Central Warehousing
Corporation. The MD also inaugurated On-line
Payroll and CPF Automation Application for all
its regional offices, construction cells and
corporate office.

Central Railways: The 68th Republic Day was
celebrated by Central Railways where DRM B.K.

Gupta hoisted
the tri-colour
and the RPF
carried out a
parade. The
parade had
RPF, RPF Band,
RPF Dog
Squad, Bharat

Scouts and Guides, Ajni Balak Mandir School,
Civil Defence and St. John Ambulance as its
participants. The chief guest for the event was
Senior RPF Inspector Jyoti Kumar Satija.
Addressing the gathering, DRM Gupta read out
the message of Devendra Kumar Sharma, GM,
Central Railways, wherein he stated that new
special holiday trains are being introduced for
the first three months of the year. 

Indian Oil: Indian Oil Northern Regional Office
celebrated the Republic Day with great

enthusiasm.
H a r s h
S a c h d e v ,
G e n e r a l
Manager I/C
( R e g i o n a l
S e r v i c e s ) ,
N o r t h e r n
R e g i o n ,

hoisted the national flag after being given the
Guard of Honour by TA personnel and security
guards in presence of Lt. Col. Sunil Garg,
General Manager (HR), K.K. Goyal, General

Manager (Aviation), Gulshan Kakkar, General
Manager (Internal Audit), and O.P. Jain, General
Manager (Finance), and other officials.  

Assam Rifles seeks to expand
social media presence
Lieutenant General Shokin Chauhan, YSM, SM,
VSM, Director General Assam Rifles, has
launched the official Facebook page of the
Assam Rifles at a ceremony held at its

headquarters at Laitkor, Shillong. The Facebook
page can be accessed at 'The Assam Rifles -
Sentinels of the North East 'and is also linked to
the Assam Rifles website. In his inaugural
message, Director General Assam Rifles said the
new Facebook page is a bridge to integrate the
force with the people of North East. He also
informed of the Assam Rifles' intent to expand
its social media presence by launching its
Twitter account in the future as well as starting
a veterans' section shortly. He expressed his
commitment towards creating an environment
of transparency, constructive interaction and
most importantly honest feedback, thus enabling
achievement of aims of security and stability by
the Assam Rifles in the North Eastern region.

BIS's seventh international
training programme
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) organised the
Seventh International Training Programme on
Laboratory Quality Management System
(LQMS) at the National Institute of Training for
Standardisation. C.B. Singh, Additional Director
General, BIS, inaugurated the programme. This
programme is being conducted in association
with the Ministry of External Affairs,
Government of India, under the Indian
Technical & Economic Cooperation Programme
(ITEC) and Special Commonwealth Assistance
for Africa Programme (SCAAP) schemes. Thirty
two participants from 24 countries are attending
the programme that is being held for the
duration of three weeks up to February 17.

Pawan Hans pays dividend 
Pawan Hans achieved yet another record net
operating profit of Rs.61.67 crore and Profit
After Tax (PAT) of Rs.36.08 crore during 2015-16
and paid dividend of Rs.10.82 crore to GOI and
ONGC for the financial year 2015-16 on January
31 at Ministry of Civil Aviation, Rajiv Gandhi
Bhawan, New Delhi. The cheque of Rs.5.52 crore
for the financial year 2015-16 was presented to
the Minister of Civil Aviation P. Ashok
Gajapathi Raju by Dr. B.P Sharma, CMD, Pawan
Hans in the presence of Minister of State for

Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha, Secretary, Civil
Aviation, R.N. Choubey and other senior
officials of ministry and Pawan Hans.

Coast Guard Day celebrated
The Indian Coast Guard celebrated its 40th
anniversary on February 1. From a modest
beginning of just 7 ships in 1978, the service has
grown into a formidable force with 42 stations

and 126 ships, 62 aircraft in its inventory. By the
turn of present decade, the Coast Guard is likely
to have an inventory of 150 ships and 100
aircraft. As the fourth largest Coast Guard in the
world, the Indian Coast Guard has played a
significant role in securing the Indian coasts
and enforcing regulations within the Maritime
Zones of India. The service has to its credit
saving of 7,539 lives and apprehending 13,124
offenders since inception. Keeping a hawk's vigil
on the Indian coasts, the service has seized
contraband worth around Rs.1130 crore since
inception and about Rs.600 crore in the last two
years.

EPCH Chairman expresses
hope for handicrafts sector
D. Kumar, Chairman, EPCH, said the budget did
not offer any specific scheme pertaining to
handicrafts sector, but initiatives towards export
infrastructure and skill development would
benefit the exports sector in the longer run. He
further said, the budget offers various incentives
to the agriculture sector, however, over 7 million
handicrafts artisans who are producing the best
of Indian handicrafts and generating much
needed foreign exchange for the country are
hoping to benefit from the budget proposals. The
exports of handicrafts during the latest period
April-December 2016-17 have registered a growth
of 12.10% in rupee terms and stands at
Rs.17937.05 crore. However, the growth in dollar
terms is 8.25 % with exports of US $ 2673.48
million. The export target of US$ 3600 million
(Rs.23560.00 crore) is set for the year 2016-17.

OIL board meeting held
Oil India Ltd. (OIL) reported an 18.8% per cent
year-on-year (YoY) growth in the net profit to

Rs.454.69 crore for the third quarter of the
financial year 2017. The higher profits were due
to the recovering crude oil price in the domestic
and international market. Net realisations for
OIL, for crude oil price of $ 49.20 /barrel, stood
at $ 42.02 /barrel in the third quarter of the
financial year 2017. Crude oil production during
third quarter of 2016-17 stood at 0.831MMT, 3.10
per cent higher than production in the third
quarter of 2015-16. 

CISF vehicles get fleet
management system
CISF became the first CAPF in the country to
launch the 'Fleet Management System', in
collaboration with Indian Oil Corporation
Limited (IOCL). O.P. Singh, DG CISF, recently

inaugurated this innovative scheme at a
function in CISF HQrs in which senior officials
of the IOCL and CISF were present. The Fleet
Management System will reduce operating costs
and overheads, increase efficiency and simplify
back-office functions. The economies offered
through this programme will not only have an
important bearing on the day-to-day operations
of CISF but is also expected to benefit the
government exchequer significantly.

Appointment
Lieutenant General Sanjeev
Kumar Shrivastava has taken
over as the 25th Director
General Border Roads (DGBR)
and will assume command with
effect from February 1.
Lieutenant General Sanjeev
Kumar Shrivastava was
commissioned into the Corps of

Engineers from Indian Military Academy,
Dehradun, in 1980 and has attended all
prestigious courses of the Indian Army. 

Awards and accolades
Northern Railway: In keeping with the
practice of honouring employees, whose

alertness and
prompt action
have resulted
in averting a
p o s s i b l e
a c c i d e n t ,
N o r t h e r n
Railway has
h o n o u r e d

meritorious services of nine employees through
Safety Awards at a ceremony held at Northern
Railway Headquarters Office, Baroda House,
New Delhi recently. The awards were presented

by Anil Handa, Chief Mechanical Engineer,
Northern Railway. Also present on this occasion
were Niraj Kumar, Chief Safety Officer,
Northern Railway, Sanjay Kishore, Chief
Security Commissioner, Northern Railway, and
the principal heads of all departments of
Northern Railway.

EdCIL: Diptiman Das, CMD (EdCIL) received
the 3rd Elets PSU Leadership Award from

Vishnu Deo
Sai, Minister of
State, Ministry
of Steel at a
function in
Royal Plaza
Hotel. "This
award is a
recognition of

the good work being put in by the team," said
Das, on the side-lines of the event.

BHEL: Atul Sobti, CMD, BHEL was conferred the
Industry Honour for 'Visionary Leadership

i n H e a v y
Engineering' at
the 6th EPC
World Awards
in New Delhi.
The award was
presented by
Dr. Mahendra
Nath Pandey,

Minister of State for HRD.  He was unanimously
selected by an independent jury in view of BHEL's
exceptional contribution in the infrastructure
and engineering sector with exemplary works &
projects delivered, under his leadership.

CORPORATE BUZZ www.toi.in/psu

Usha Ananthasubramanian, Managing Director
& CEO, Punjab National Bank, presented a cheque
to the President Pranab Mukherjee at Rashtrapati
Bhawan as a helping hand towards eradication of
leprosy. K.V. Brahmaji Rao, Dr. R.S. Sangapure
and Sanjiv Sharan, Executive Directors, were also
present on the occasion, along with the executives
of Hind Kusht Nivaran Sangh. Including this,
PNB has taken various initiatives as part of their
Corporate Social Responsibility

Oriental Bank of Commerce
celebrated the Nation's 68th
Republic Day at its Corporate
Office, Gurugram. On the
occasion, Animesh Chauhan,
MD and CEO, Oriental Bank
of Commerce, unfurled the
national flag in the presence
of Raj Kiran Rai G. and
Himanshu Joshi, EDs, along
with senior executives of the
bank

New Delhi: National Green
Tribunal (NGT) rejected an
appeal by the residents of
Sukhdev Vihar to relocate the
Okhla waste-to-energy plant.
The residents had moved
NGT, alleging that the plant
was causing toxic air pollu-
tion in the area, which was ta-
king a toll on their health.
The tribunal imposed an en-
vironmental compensation
of Rs 25 lakh on M/S Jindal
Urban Infrastructure Ltd for
pollution resulting from “de-
ficient functioning” of the
plant and its stack emissions,
which didn’t meet the presc-
ribed standards.

NGT directed that the
amount would be payable in
equal amounts to Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee
(DPCC) and Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), which
will be utilised to control air
pollution. The residents, ho-
wever, said they were disap-
pointed with the order.

“Our case was in NGT for
four years. In fact, it’s in liti-
gation for seven years now.
Earlier, the high court had he-
ard it for three years. The
plant is a public health thre-

at,” a resident said on condi-
tion of anonymity. “We have
also highlighted before NGT
how the masterplan was vio-
lated and the plant came up in
a green area, how it uses
unapproved technology and
many other discrepancies.
About 80 doctors had endor-
sed our campaign. About 10
lakh residents in the colony
and surrounding areas will
be affected by this order.” 

Other RWA members said
the fine was “paltry” compa-
red to the health impacts suf-
fered. “We have the option of
going back to the high court.
We are considering what to

do,” said another resident. 
In a 142-page judgment,

the tribunal said, “The plant
will be permitted to operate
subject to the stringent stan-
dards and regular inspec-
tions and monitoring by the
joint inspection team consti-
tuted by the tribunal.” 

It directed that the team
would conduct monthly in-
spections of the plant and ta-
ke stack as well as ambient air
quality samples, which would
be sent to both CPCB and
DPCC laboratories for tes-
ting. The plant has been direc-
ted to set up an automatic seg-
regation unit within a week of

the judgment. “A detailed and
comprehensive inspection re-
port will be prepared by the jo-
int inspection team to be sub-
mitted to the tribunal for app-
ropriate directions.”

The order further states
that in the event the plant is
found to be deficient in its ope-
rations or violates the presc-
ribed standards of emissions,
it will be liable to pay environ-
mental compensation (EC) of
Rs 5 lakh per incident, in addi-
tion to other directions which
may be passed, including the
closure of the plant.

Residents had earlier sub-
mitted to NGT that the mini-
stry of environment and fo-
rests had granted technology
approval for establishment of
an integrated municipal so-
lid waste plant with two refu-
se-derived fuel (RDF) plants,
a bio-methanation plant and
a power plant. However, “the
plant proponent has bypas-
sed the establishment of faci-
lities for RDF and bio-metha-
nation, and instead used 
reciprocating stoker type boi-
lers of Chinese origin, use 
of which is being phased out
even in China following 
widespread public protest”,
they alleged.

Slaps ̀̀ 25L Fine For Causing Pollution, Locals Call It Paltry

NGT rejects residents’ plea
to shift Okhla waste plant
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: World Wetlands
Day was celebrated in style
at Yamuna Biodiversity Park
(YBP), where experts and
students discussed how to
conserve wetlands in the 
national capital.

Observed every year on
February 2, this year’s theme
was —Wetlands for disaster
risk reduction.

Several participants
pointed out that wetlands
play a critical role in reduc-
ing the effects of floods and
cyclones by acting as a buffer.
Faiyaz Khudsar, top scientist
at YBP, said successful reviv-
al and restoration of wet-
lands is the need of the hour
in Delhi with two such water-
bodies restored through nat-
ural means at the park.

YBP developed a wetland
over seven acres in Phase II,
which is now attracting mi-
gratory birds like red-crest-
ed pochard, northern shovel-
er, northern pintails, great
cormorants, painted stork,
among several other species.
The number of red-crested
pochard spotted in 2016 at the
park rose to 103, up from 52 in
the previous year.

C R Babu, professor emer-
itus Delhi University and
head of Centre for Environ-
mental Management of De-
graded Ecosystems, says
wetlands in Delhi can also be
used to treat sewage water in

the second stage, after the se-
wage first passes through a
“constructed wetland”, whi-
ch is a combination of sand,
gravel and aquatic flora.

“We successfully created
a constructed wetland,
which is treating sewage wa-
ter at DDA’s Neela Hauz Bio-
diversity Park. This can now

be replicated around the cap-
ital,” Babu said.

Over 200 students from
Delhi University and poor
schoolchildren, brought to-
gether by National Museum
of Natural History, took part
in the event on Thursday.

“There has to be a balance
between development and

preserving nature. Urban
settlements are gradually
encroaching upon wetlands,
which is destroying the natu-
ral habitat of birds and ani-
mals. We must revive one wa-
terbody at a time, and then
preserve it,” said T R Rao, an
ecologist and the chief guest
for the session. 

Experts push for wetland shield

BRINGING BACK TO LIFE
World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year on February 2, marking the adoption of 
Convention on Wetlands in 1971 on the shores of Caspian Sea in the Iranian city of Ramsar
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Reviving Yamuna Biodiversity Park

Successful restoration 
and revival of 

wetlands by planting 
trees and shrubs along 
the waterbodies and 
carrying out desilting 
to allow rainwater to 
flow into them

Revival has made the 
park one of the largest 

breeding sights of black-
crowned night herons in 
Delhi. Numbers of red-
crested pochards and 
darters have increased 
over the last few years

How it was done
➤ Site was examined to check how deep 
aquifers were and what plants might 
grow well on it

➤ Tamarix & Phragmite trees were planted 
along the waterbody after determining 
that the soil had high subsoil aquifers

➤ Area was desilted to allow rainwater 
to flow

➤ Sages and aquatic plants like hydrilla, 
Potamogeton and Lemna were planted in 
and around the area to further purify water

➤ Several resident and migratory birds 
like pochards, herons and shovelers 
started arriving to the waterbody, 
breeding there and cleaning up the water 
surface that became a rich breeding 
ground for insects as well

Jasjeev.Gandhiok
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: “It give me pea-
ce.” The broken English of Si-
kander Al-Halvi, a 60-year-old
craftsman from Damascus,
cannot articulate his feelings
on how and why he continues
to produce excellent wooden
mosaic boxes, despite war ha-
ving consumed not only ar-
tists like him in his country,
but also tourism on which
they depend for livelihood. 

There are nine similarly
gifted men from Syria at the
Surajkund International
Crafts Mela. For company,
they have counterparts from
‘disturbed’ nations, among
them Egypt. But in the rustic
environs of the fairground at
the foothills of the Aravalis in
Haryana, all conflict is forgot-

ten, only craft matters.
Artisans from 20 countries

have reached Surajkund, a re-
cord for international partici-
pation in the fair that is in its
31st year. Countries such as
Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Tuni-
sia, Mongolia and South Afri-
ca are putting up stalls for the
first time. It is a veritable Ba-
bel, but where language fails,
smiles make up splendidly. So
craftsmen from Belarus, Le-
banon and Tunisia beam at vi-
sitors, connecting with them
through sign language or 
jottings on notepads. Mobile
phone screens aid the task of
communicating.

In grand array in the sun-
dappled stalls are ties and
knots made by the nomadic
tribes of Mongolia as well as
paintings made with gemsto-

nes from Sri Lanka. There are
woollens from Nepal and mi-
niature clay animals from
East Asia, and in neighbou-
ring stalls, wooden utensils
from Tunisia. “It takes years
of training to be able to fix sto-
nes and make art pieces like
this,” says Sri Lankan Indika
Waragod, 34, pointing at a
Gandhi painting.

In the melting pot of global
culture that Surajkund is for a
fortnight, it is easy to forget
war and strife. As Gada Ab-
bas, wife of Syrian ambassa-
dor to India Riad Abbas,
brightly says, “These are
things that encourage cultu-
ral contacts. The more the 
visitors buy our hand-crafted
items, the more it will help 
our people.”

The craftspeople from

Egypt, Tanzania, Zimbabwe,
Seychelles, Tajikistan and
Kyrgyzstan have come accom-
panied by dance groups. The
two amphitheatres, or chau-
pals, in keeping with the villa-
ge atmosphere, are, therefore,
never silent or colourless. Ar-
tistes such as sarod maestros
Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan
and Odissi exponent Ranjana
Gauhar, among others, will in-
ject the Indian spirit into the
performances at these hubs.

The fair, being a curiosity
for both domestic and foreign
visitors, also showcases facets
of Indian diversity, and this
year it features two apna
ghars, a pair of native earthen
homes, with a family each
from Haryana and Jharkhand
demonstrating rural living in
these two states. Being the the-

me state, Jharkhand has a
strong presence — from a gi-
gantic statue of tribal free-
dom fighter Birsa Munda to
red-and-white-clad tribal dan-
cers. Kanti Kerketa, 30, troupe
leader of the Khadia perfor-
mers, explains that her dance
form is special to the Sarhul
festival and a welcome dis-
traction for women in the
harsh summers.

Global it may be in spirit,
but the domestic uncertainty
over cash has forced the orga-
nisers to “deploy 100 point-of-
sale machines and have our 
digital wallet partner present
in most stalls”. In reality, 
only around 40% of the coun-
ters accepted digital pay-
ments. That, however, is not
dampening the spirit of the
craft-conscious.

Splash of crafts and colour at Surajkund from conflict zones
Paras.Singh@timesgroup.com

Yogesh Kumar

INDIA CALLING: Artisans from 20 countries have reached Surajkund, a record for international participation 




